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Sir: 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



As suggested by 37 C.F.R. 1.97, the undersigned attorney brings to the attention of 
the Patent and Trademark Office the references listed on the attached form PTO-1449. 

□ All listed documents are attached. 

^ Copies of U.S. Patent Publications are not required and are not attached. 
^ Listed foreign patent publications and other documents are enclosed. 

□ The partial translations were provided to the undersigned by the applicants' 
foreign representative. The undersigned has no knowledge regarding the pertinency of 
the partially translated portions vis-a-vis the document as a whole. The partial 
translations are merely provided for whatever convenience they may be. 

U.S. Patent 4,939,405 was previously cited in the December 2, 2005 Office 

Action. 

This is not to be construed as a representation that a search has been made or that 
no better prior art exists, or that a reference is relevant merely because cited. 

The Examiner is requested to initial the attached form PTO-1449 and to return a 
copy of the initialed document to the undersigned as an indication that the attached 
references have been considered and made of record. 
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The Commissioner is authorized to charge the undersigned's deposit account #14- 
1 140 in whatever amount is necessary for entry of these papers and the continued 
pendency of the captioned application. 

Respectfully submitted, 
NIXON & VANDERHYE P.C. 

November 30. 2006 
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CITATION 
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AHPLIUAN I 

VOGELEY 

HLINUUAIK 



April 2, 2004 



"GROUP" 

2853 




U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



•EXAMINER 
INITIAL 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



DATE 



NAME 



FILING DATE 
CLASS SUBCLASS IF APPROPRIATE 



5,130,598 



7-1992 



Verheyen et al. 



5,021,700 



6-1991 



Takahashi et al. 



3,500,799 



3-1970 



Benson 



6,943,785 



9-2005 



Chou et al. 



6,121,714 



9-2000 



Atsuta 



5,892,315 



4-1999 



Gipson et al. 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 

TRANSLATION 



DOCUMENT DATE COUNTRY CLASS SUBCLASS YES NO 







2002-1 361 58 A 


10-2002 


JP 
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OTHER DOCUMENTS ( 


including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent pages, etc.) 



International Search Report and Written Opinion mailed November 16, 2006 in corresponding PCT application 
no. PCT/US05/11344 



International Preliminary Report on Patentability mailed 12 October 2006 in corresponding PCT application no. 
PCT/US05/11344 



'Examiner 



I Date Considered" 



Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to application. 
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